
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Ste
 

From VDG Bernard Black 

 

End the ‘Black Ball’ 
 

 
 

 

Kate and I had a wonderful night at 

Drogheda’s 6th birthday party (charter) last 

Friday night.  It’s a wonderful club full of 

great Lions, some of whom were members 

of the original club (which folded in 2002) in 

one of Ireland’s oldest towns.  As part of an 

extended conversation I had with Mayor 

Paul, outgoing Mayor Frank, President Hazel 

and other club members, recruitment became 

a very active topic. 

Now, I’m not saying my club, Antrim Coast, 

has all the answers to the question of how to 

recruit new members, but my explanation of 

our approach seemed to stimulate interest, so 

I’d like to share it. 

Every third year (give or take), my club runs 

an information evening, which is open to 

anyone who would like to attend.  There is a 

theme, (e.g. wine and cheese, film night of 

old village carnivals, Christmas in July, local 

musicians singalong etc.) but the key is a 

short presentation about Lions Clubs 

International and the work our club does 

locally, with a significant nod to the work we 

also support at district and international 

level. 

As we know, new members must be invited, 

and many clubs have their own ways of 

‘vetting’ potential members.   Surely, 

though, we should be accepting and 

embracing people who will contribute to 

their community through Lions and 

enthusiastically enhance the work of the 

inviting club, whether or not they are 

approved by every single member.  I would 

suggest that the days of ‘black balling’ and 
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similar procedures should be consigned to 

history.  

Regardless of the internal processes in an 

individual club for ‘selecting’ suitable new 

members, please let’s be aware that times are 

changing, society is changing, 

communication is changing, attitudes are 

changing, and people are changing.  Whether 

the members like it or not, many of our clubs 

need to lower their age profile, or they will 

expire along with those members (think 

Belfast!).   

Maybe what some clubs need is new blood 

to challenge the status quo, introduce new 

ways of doing things, stir things up a bit, 

reverse the “we tried that in 1987 and it 

didn’t work” attitude. 

If any club is interested in taking the Antrim 

Coast approach, contact me and I’ll provide 

you with our presentation, which you can 

tailor to your own needs.  We should be 

recruiting new members based on the 

contribution they can make to Lions, rather 

than whether they ‘fit the existing club 

profile’.  I’d prefer any day to badge a new 

Lion who is demonstrably active, than try 

not to offend a clique of existing members 

who do little actual work. 

This article is intended to be food for 

thought and means no disrespect to any clubs 

who think they might fit the traditional 

profile suggested above, as all clubs do 

prodigious work.  But, ‘times they are a-

changing’, and so should we.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alicia Speaks at Ocean Summit 

 

 
District 133’s current Young Ambassador, 

Alicia O’Sullivan, was in the news in one of 

her other roles – that of Ireland’s ‘Youth 

Ambassador for the Oceans’. Alicia was one 

of a number of young activists from around 

the world invited to attend the ‘Our Ocean 

Wealth Summit’ held in Cork.  The Summit 

was also attended by political representatives 

from 30 small island nations, global leaders 

and more than 750 delegates.  

Alicia addressed the main session of the 

Summit, delivering a powerful message on 

behalf of young people everywhere. She said 

that she, like other teenagers around the 

world, is worried about school, exams and 

relationships. 

‘But I am worried about something far greater 

– my future’,  she said. 

‘And I am not alone, with 1.6m young people 

from all over 123 countries scared. We are 

scared that we will not have what you had.’ 

But what is different about her generation, she 

said, is their ability to connect on a global 

scale to demand action and a collaborative 



approach from governments, scientists, 

media, policymakers and business people, to 

work together to address the climate crisis. 

Alicia went on to say that everyone in every 

sector needs to refocus their humanity and 

focus on what really matters – people, love, 

culture and home. 

She spoke of her frustration at how, on the one 

hand, people talk about reducing the use of 

plastics and of slowing the pace of global 

warming, while in her own town, Skibbereen, 

there are plans to build a plastics factory while 

in nearby Bantry, a licence has been granted 

for a mechanical kelp farming operation. Kelp 

absorbs carbon very effectively. 

‘This is not just about my town. This is 

about the global problem’, she said. 

‘Everything that is happening locally is why 

we have such a global issue at hand and this 

is why, as a people, we need to connect and 

act.’ 

 

The keynote speaker, John Kerry, former US 

Secretary of State, praised Alicia for her 

heartfelt speech and said she received a huge 

reaction from the hall because young people 

like her and Greta Thunburg, the Swedish 

activist, are ‘telling the truth’.  

 

Alicia’s speech ( see  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bn5lQo

T22Cc) 

received extensive coverage in the national 

and local media throughout the week. (Her 

bio on the Summit brochure and website – 

https://www.ouroceanwealth.ie/oow-summit 

- references the fact that she is also Lions 

Young Ambassador). 

 Next month Alicia (who is sponsored by 

Skibbereen Lions Club) will be heading to 

Istanbul, Turkey, for three weeks to 

participate in a Lions International Youth 

Camp and Exchange. This was part of her 

prize for winning the District Young 

Ambassador competition this year. In 

October she will represent District 133 at the 

European Young Ambassador Competition at 

the EUROPA Forum in Tallinn, Estonia. 

 

Hazel Heads Drogheda Lions 

 

Drogheda Lions Club held its annual general 

meeting and Charter Dinner on Friday 14 

June in Scholars Townhouse Hotel.  

The Charter Dinner is the social highlight of 

the Lions calendar and the occasion for the 

handover from the outgoing committee to 

their successors. 

For incoming President Hazel Spearman it 

was a particularly proud moment when her 

predecessor Tomás Wilkinson handed her 

the chain of office as her father, the late 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bn5lQoT22Cc
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Ernie Kirkpatrick, was a founding member 

of the club back in 1971. 

Assisting Hazel during her term of 

office during 2019/20 will be Vice President 

Michael Fitzsimons, Secretary Sandra 

Gough and Treasurer Loreto Gregory. 

Guests of honour on the night were Bernard 

Black, Vice District Governor who is a 

member of Antrim Coast Branch, Mayor of 

Drogheda Councillor Paul Bell at his first 

official function as Mayor and outgoing 

Mayor Councillor Frank Godfrey. 

 

Outgoing President of Drogheda Lions Club 

Tomás Wilkinson hands the chain of office to 

Hazel Spearman watched by guests of 

honour Mayor of Drogheda Paul Bell and 

VDG  Bernard Black. 

The Charter Dinner is always an enjoyable 

and glittering and enjoyable affair and this 

year was no different with the dancing (and 

singing) lasting late in to the night. A visitor 

from the UK impressed everyone with her 

rendition of several Abba numbers. 

Events organised by Drogheda Lions include 

the annual Christmas Food appeal, the very 

popular tea dance for senior citizens in the 

Westcourt Hotel (this year’s is taking place 

on Sunday October 6). 

The  annual beach clean-up at Seapoint, 

Termonfeckin has also been a huge success 

and has contributed in no small way to the 

beach being awarded a green flag recently 

the next clean up takes place on Saturday 29 

June at 12 noon.  

 

Chain for Michael 
 

 
 

 

 

Newcastle West Handover sees outgoing 

President Helen Beckett passing the chain of 

office to Michael Noonan as he takes the 

reins at the west Limerick Club. 

 

 



Aldi Supports Lions Holiday 
 

 
 

Assembling and delivering groceries for the 

650 guests at the Lions Holiday in Trabolgan 

involved a major operation. 

A detailed list of the requirement of each of 

the 171 houses was compiled and the 

groceries were ordered from Aldi in Cork. 

Aldi arranged for the picking of more than 

5,000 grocery items and packed them into 

large, medium and small shopping bags. 

These were transported to Trabolgan by 

truck and Lions volunteers joined with 

Trabolgan staff in delivering the bags to the 

houses in accordance with the number of 

guests in each house. The operation was 

completed in less than two hours on the 

opening day of the holiday. 

Aldi also made a generous donation to the 

Lions Holiday Project Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bursaries for Young 

Ambassadors 
 

 
 

 

 

Young Ambassador bursaries were presented 

by Carlow lions club President  Eoin Kehoe 

to 2016 winner Orla Jackman and 2018 

winner Darren McDonnell. Orla’s bursary 

goes to Our Lady’s Children's Hospital 

Crumlin , Darren’s bursary went to Tullow 

Youth Project.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

‘Thanks’ to Siobhan 

 

 
 

The Lions Holiday Committee made a 

presentation to Siobhan O’Neill, Trabolgn 

administrator at the conclusion of the Lions 

District Holiday 2019 in recognition of her 

sterling work in the administration of the 

project. Siobhan is pictured with Donal 

O’Sullivan, general manager, Trabolgan and 

Lions Donal Browning and Gerald Langford 

 

 

Carrick on Suir celebrates 50th

 
President John McNamara of Carrick on 

Suir Lions with members of the Club at its 

50th  Charter Dinner at Carraig Hotel 

Carrick on Suir.  

  



 

 
 

 

No Holiday for Syrian Refugees 

 
As this Lions year draws to a close with most 

clubs holding their final meetings this month 

Lion Paul Allen  has appealed to Lions to 

remember the unfortunate Syrian Refugee 

Children in Lebanon. For these children there 

will be no summer holidays again this year - 

only sweltering heat in tented accommodation 

in the hills.  

The Forgotten Children Project received 

overwhelming support at all four Area 

Conventions and District Convention yet only 

30 clubs have contributed to date. To those 

clubs thank you. To the remaining 70+ clubs, 

please support and open your hearts and purse 

strings and help build a future for some of 

these children. A contribution of €10/£9 per 

member per year for the next five years from 

the clubs' activities/charities account will 

make a huge difference to the future of the 

children. Please support and forward 

payments to the District Treasurer, marked 

Forgotten Children Project. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

Sugarloaf Golf Classic 
 

SugarLoaf Lions Club is holding its Annual 

Charity Golf Classic in Greystones Golf 

Club on Friday 19th of July, 2019.  

The time sheet is from 1.30.p.m. to 4.p.m.   

The competition format is a Rumble with 

teams of four  players costing €240 per team 

which includes golf, prizes, ‘goodie’ bag and 

dinner. 

 

Lions who wish to support the event should  

contact Joe Grennan - 086-8181563 

or joe.g@smaroi.com or Brendan Kiernan - 

086-1985844 

or brendankiernan54@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Your Newsletter 

You can support your District Newsletter by: 

Sending us text and jpeg images of news 

about your club (NO pdfs please). 

Making sure your information reaches us by 

9am on Friday mornings.  

 

Reading the ‘Guide to Writing for the District 

Newsletter’ on the District 133 Website 

(www.lionsclubsireland.ie) 

Send your stories and images to 

fcorr100@gmail.com 

 

 

 

…That’s all for this week 
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